
 

Living with your partner or thinking of 
doing so – then here is food for thought 

 
If you are intending on living with your partner or 
moving them into your home you need to think about 
what this will mean if you and your partner later 
separate. I know this is not a very romantic issue to 
think about, nobody enters into a relationship 
assuming it will end. But we spend the whole of our 
lives planning for the “what ifs”. For example, we do 
not buy home insurance assuming the house will 
flood. Unfortunately relationships do breakdown and 
if you had planned for this as a possibility it may make 
it less painful at the end.  
 
Getting legal advice before you move in together, get 
engaged or buy a property together will also help to 
avoid misunderstandings about what potential 
financial claims you may or may not have if the 
relationship later ends.  
 

So what should you be thinking about? 
 
Buying a property together - think about who is going 
to pay what towards the running costs for property, 
how are you and your partner going to own the 
property, and if you separate or sell, how are the 
monies to be divided. Once this has been decided you 
can have a Cohabitation Agreement setting out your 
agreement and a Declaration of Trust registered 
against the property.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moving your partner into your home - think about 
whether it is intended that they will have a financial 
interest in your home and whether they are going to 
contribute towards the home. Once this has been 
decided you can have a Cohabitation Agreement 
setting out your agreement.  

 

 
 
Simply ensuring the property is kept in your sole name 
may not be sufficient to prevent your partner claiming 
a financial interest in the property if the relationship 
ends. It is therefore important to take advice before 
your partner moves in. Although if they have already 
moved in you still have options. 
 
Putting money into your partner’s property –  
If you are doing so presuming you will get the money 
back if the relationship breaks down, or hoping to gain 
a financial interest in the property, then you must 
ensure you protect your financial investment by 
having a Declaration of Trust or Charge, before you 
hand over any money.  
 
Getting engaged – think about having a prenuptial 
agreement setting out what is to happen to assets in 
the event of a divorce. While the prenuptial 
agreement is not cast iron it is a document which the 
courts can take into consideration when dividing 
assets upon divorce.  
 
If you have children together and separate but were 
not married, the parent with the care of the  
children can claim child maintenance and depending 
on your financial circumstances there may be further 
financial claims they can make.  This could be 
considered as part of a cohabitation agreement or 
prenuptial agreement.  
 
I hate to be morbid, but if you died and did not have a 
Will your partner would not automatically benefit 
from your estate. Your estate would be  
divided up in accordance with the Intestacy Rules. So 
if you do not wish to leave your partner without 
financial provision then you will need to make a Will. 
You will also need to check with your pension 
company to see if they allow your partner to benefit 
in the event of your death.  
 

“Getting legal advice before you move in 
together, get engaged or buy a property 
together will also help to avoid 
misunderstandings about what potential 
financial claims you may or may not have 
if the relationship later ends. ” 

http://rutterslaw.co.uk/


 
 
 
So why do people not want to think about 
planning for a possible separation?  
 
People do not want to rock the boat when the 
relationship is going well. But it is far easier to talk 
about these issues when you are both getting on, than 
trying to sort out matters if the relationship ends 
when you will both be upset and hurting. 
 
 
People are frightened of speaking to a solicitor as they 
think it will be expensive or the solicitor will make 
matters worse or complicated. But taking advice early 
could save legal costs in the long run if you later 
separate. Also, at Rutters we run a free family law 
legal on Mondays from 3pm until 5pm so you can get  
 

 
 
some initial advice.  
 
You can try to keep matters amicable by agreeing the 
terms of a Cohabitation Agreement or Declaration of 
Trust or Prenuptial Agreement which will keep the 
cost down. If you cannot agree then you can use 
amicable ways to try to agree matters such as: 
mediation; collaborative law; or negotiation.  
 
If you would like to obtain advice about any of the 
issues raised above please contact us on 01747 
852377. 

 
This information sheet was prepared by Genette Gale, 

solicitor, and is for information only. It was correct at the 

time of writing on 1 November 2016, the law and rules 

are constantly changing so you should ensure that you 

obtain up to date advice from your solicitor. 

 

About Rutters 

Established for longer than any other firm in North Dorset, Rutters has been using its extensive experience to get 

results for both its individual and business clients for over 175 years. The longevity of the firm is evidence of its 

successful relationship and reputation with in the local community and wider afield. 

We offer a wide range of services for you and your business.  You can be comfortable in the knowledge that everyone 

who deals with your work is an experienced qualified solicitor giving you specialist legal help when required with 

traditional values and a personal touch and all for a very competitive price. 

 

Specialities  

Agricultural Matters; Civil Litigation and Dispute Resolution; Commercial Property; Employment; Family Law; Powers 

of Attorney and Elderly Client Matters; Residential Property; Wills, Probate, Trusts and Tax. 

How to Contact Us   

Shaftesbury office Gillingham office  
2 Bimport, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8AY Spring Corner, High Street, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4AW 
Tel: 01747 852377 Tel: 01747 822005 
Email: enquiries@rutterslaw.co.uk  Email: enquiries@rutterslaw.co.uk  
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